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Students	Confessions

“I	don’t	really	know	who	I	am,	I	
don’t	identify	myself	as	100%	
Russian	nor	100%	American”;

“I	am	not	even	sure	that	I	can	speak	
Russian	properly”;

“When	I	speak	Russian,	I	feel	that	I	
am	becoming	a	child	again,	not	who	
I	really	am”	







Victor	Pelevin.	Code	of	the	World	
(2001)	 “Код Мира”,	2001



A	Pedagogy	of	Multiliteracies:	Designing	Social	Futures
The	New	London	Group
Harvard	Educational	Review (1996),	66	(1):	60–93.

- Pre-reading	stage	(“Situated	Practice”);	
- Reading	stage	(“Overt	Instruction”);	
- Post-reading	stage	of “Critical	Framing/Analyzing”
- Creation	of	personal	stories	(“Transformative	Practice”)	



Digital	Storytelling	
Tools

• WeVideo:	https://www.wevideo.com/
• StoryboardThat:	
https://www.storyboardthat.com/

• Audacity:	https://www.audacityteam.org/
• Educational	Uses	of	Digital	Storytelling		
(University	of	Houston):
http://digitalstorytelling.coe.uh.edu/archi
ve/DS-Project-Guidelines-2010.html

https://www.wevideo.com/
https://www.storyboardthat.com/
https://www.audacityteam.org/
http://digitalstorytelling.coe.uh.edu/archive/DS-Project-Guidelines-2010.html


Grading	Rubric	for	Student	Digital	Storytelling	Project
http://digitalstorytelling.coe.uh.edu/archive/DS-Project-Guidelines-2010.html

• Purpose of the Project

• The Script is Well Written and Establishes a Meaningful Purpose for the Story and Maintains a Clear Focus 
Throughout Until Reaching a Logical Conclusion

• Audio Narration was of High Quality and Loud Enough to be Heard Clearly; and Music, if used, was Mixed 
at the Right Level and Appropriate for the Content of the Project

• Project Includes Clear, Well Focused, Well Exposed Images

• Project Includes Some Digital Images that Were Created with or Clearly Improved through the Use of 
Digital Image Editing Software

• Choice of Software Programs Used to Create the Final Project Were Used Effectively and Appropriate for 
the Content

• Choice of Content is Appropriate for the Topic and Contains an Instructional Component

http://digitalstorytelling.coe.uh.edu/archive/DS-Project-Guidelines-2010.html






Students’	Feedback

“The idea of the assignment itself is very unique to our course – in fact, it’s perfect for 
it. I actually thought about what it means to be Russian more than ever during the 
course, and still do”; 
“The WeVideo project was an incredible way of promoting independent work in 
Russian 108 to create a meaningful final product that employed high-level Russian 
writing and speaking”; 
“The video recording is a great way of showcasing and honing native speakers’ 
inherent fluidity in and command of the Russian language itself”


