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INTRODUCTION
Background of Advanced Korean Class
● Meets 3 times (50 min. each) per week
● Spring 2021: 4 students
● Spring 2022: 6 students

Survey on Students’ Needs 
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How to meet students’ needs?

Authentic 
Materials

Newspaper 
editorials 

covering various 
topics/contents

Argumentative 
Writing

Choose a theme 
and write one’s 

opinion with 
supporting ideas

Collaborative 
annotation tool

Active 
Reading

01 04

Engaging 
Discussions

Participate in the 
synchronous class 

either online or 
in-person

02 03



Use of Authentic 
Materials: Newspaper 
editorials (stimulate 
analytical/critical thinking) 

● Entering students’ proficiency level: 
Advanced Low ~ High

● Aiming proficiency goal: 
Advanced Mid ~ Superior

● ACTFL proficiency guidelines 
(Reading): a wide range of subjects, 
specialized vocabulary, knowledge of 
the target culture, 
academic/professional reading of 
reasoned/analytic 
argumentation/supported 
opinion/hypothesis
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Active Reading: 
Collaborative digital 
annotation 

● Instructional modes: 
Synchronous online (Spring 2021), 
in-person (Spring 2022)

● Promoting student engagement 
in reading: Collaborative digital 
annotation (pre-class activity)
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“Such collaborations involve multiple 
students making annotations on a 
single digital platform to deconstruct 
assigned course readings. Thus, they 
provide opportunities to promote peer 
learning and active engagement”

—K. L. E, 2021

“”



“According to Johnson et al. (2010), 
the group mode of annotations 
improved students’ learning outcomes 
beer than in the individual mode 
when both used the online annotation 
system.”

—recited in Yeh et al., 2016

“”



“The online annotations allow students 
to discuss the digital texts 
synchronously or asynchronously and 
deepen their knowledge and 
comprehension by accumulating 
information from many users”

—Glover et al., 2007

“”



3 Requirements When Annotating

RESPONSE

Answer one of the 
questions the teacher 
previously annotated or 
other students raised

OPINION/COMMENT

Leave comments on a 
part of the editorial 
statement/opinion

QUESTION

Raise one’s own 
questions for discussion



RESPONSE

QUESTION

OPINION/COMMENT

“A Child Born from the Heart”



RESPONSE

QUESTION

OPINION/COMMENT

“A Child Born from the Heart”

The title of the article is “A Child Born from the Heart” 
and as you can guess, it’s related to adoption. It was 
wrien in January last year (2021), when there was a 
vile adopted child abuse issue arose in Korea. 



RESPONSE

QUESTION

OPINION/COMMENT

“A Child Born from the Heart”

Basically, the editorial provided information of the Korean 
adoption system with numbers of domestic and 
international adoptees. Also, it indicated the insuicient 
system to check the welfare of the adopted children after 
adoption was made. And it concluded with a worry that 
this kind of issue would make it more diicult to on the 
adoption processes that may result in less adoption rate.



RESPONSE

QUESTION

OPINION/COMMENT

“A Child Born from the Heart”

First, she commented on a phrase from the article “love 
even deeper than the blood”, she could understand this 
feeling relating it to her pet. And she shared her negative 
encounter with the older family members when they 
were talking about adoption. She believes that the older 
generations’ perspectives against adoption should be 
changed in Korea soon. 



RESPONSE

QUESTION

OPINION/COMMENT

“A Child Born from the Heart”

Second, based on the information given from 
the article, she raised a question saying “Why 
does the system check the condition and 
welfare of the adopted children for only one 
year?”



RESPONSE

QUESTION

OPINION/COMMENT

“A Child Born from the Heart”

Lastly,  she responded to a question raised by 
another student. The question was “Should we not 
make the adoption system harder since the 
adoption rate gets lower?” She answered no, we 
should strengthen the process more to prevent 
adopted child abuse. The recent news announced 
that the government would let the adopted child’s 
parents cancel their adoption, if they don’t like the 
adopted child afterwards. She is against this idea 
and suggested to investigate and put more tests 
like EQ to the parents who want to adopt a child.  



Easy to access:
● Canvas integration (Assignments → External Tool)
● Chrome browser extension

Easy to navigate/use:
● Simple functions (highlight, annotation, threaded responses)
● No training is needed

Why Hypothes.is?



Canvas Integration_Assignments



RESPONSE

QUESTION

OPINION/COMMENT



Canvas Integration_Assignments





Chrome Browser_Extension
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Engaging Discussions: 
Live exchanges among 
students 

● 8 topics of domestic and global issues: 
adoption/child abuse, women and 
minority groups, history distortion, 
political/media influence on  Capitol riot, 
aention-seekers and human nature, 
digital prison and law enforcement, 
COVID-19 depression, Atlanta Spa 
shooting and Asian Hate Crime

● Instructional modes: Participated in the 
synchronous class either online (Spring 
2021) or in-person (Spring 2022)

● Increased student engagement in 
discussion: preparedness/readiness, 
live discussion, genuine interest, 
contributing voluntarily-researched 
information, overtime discussion 
(in-class activity)
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A student’s  input of voluntarily-researched information



Argumentative 
Writing: Choose a 
theme and write one’s 
opinion with supporting 
ideas

● 8 compositions: Submit an 
argumentative writing after each 
discussion (post-class activity)

● Peer-learning: First 4 compositions 
are graded by the instructor, but the 
laer 4 are peer-reviewed/rated using 
FeedbackFruits app integrated on 
Canvas

● ACTFL proficiency guidelines 
(Writing): present and support 
opinions by developing cogent 
arguments and hypotheses on a 
variety of social, academic, and 
professional topics 
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Student Survey (Spring 2021)



Student Comments (Spring 2021)

“저번 학기에는  collaboration reading이 없었고 대신 
서로의 에세이를  피드백을  했는데, 콜라보레이티브  리딩이 
다 같이 토론에 참여할 수 있는 점이 가장 좋았던 것 같다. 
같이 의견을 공유해서 반 친구들의  의견을 듣는 것도 도움이 
됐고 또한 반 분위기가  친밀감이 높았던 것 같다. 하지만 
가끔은 50분안에 리딩을 토론하기에는  시간이 부족한 
적들이 있어 아쉬웠다.”

“I enjoyed reading and sharing thoughts on other classmates' comments. It was enlightening to learn how 
we think so dierently whether we agree/disagree on dierent topics. Engaging in conversations was 
definitely helpful and I believe I learned the most through collaborative reading than any other reading 
activities I’ve done in the past.”

“Pros: I was able to see what my peers thought and it allowed me to prepare for class. Writing in korean was 
also a learning experience.
Cons: It was less of a discussion than real-life but that was expected and this was a very good substitute.
Suggestions: N/A”

“It was helpful. I enjoyed the collaborative reading.”



Student Survey (Spring 2021)



Student Comments (Spring 2021)

“구글 닥 처럼 한 페이지에  여러명이  의견을 적을 수 있어서 
상대방의  의견을 보고 나의 생각을 정리 할 수 있어서 
좋았다. 하지만 이번 학기에는  4명이 전부였기  때문에 
복잡하고  겹치는 의견 없이 다채로운  의견들이  많아서 
좋았던 것 같다. 만약 수업에 10명 이상이었으면  글을 
파악하고  의견들을  파악하는데  힘이 들 것 같다.”

“It’s very good for annotating articles for debate, and I can’t really think of a downside.”

“Pros: I really liked how the app allowed all of us to read and comment on the same document. I enjoyed 
replying to others and asking questions.
Cons: Nothing really was that bad.
Suggestions: N/A”

“It was nice to see specific sentence / phrases on the 
writing that other people had commented on.”



● Successfully fulfilled students’ needs and class goals/objectives, 
following the  ACTFLs proficiency guidelines

● Learner autonomy: students’ proactive engagement on their learning 
process/progress

● Interdisciplinary learning: overlap on a variety of topics with dierent 
fields of studies relating to each student’s major/knowledge 

● Peer learning:  share students’ expertise about the topics and help 
enhance each other’s comprehension 

● Readiness to work as a global citizen: become aware of current world 
issues and feel responsible for them through meaningful learning 
experiences

Positive Outcomes



● Created a natural, dynamic 
learning environment with the 
use of more relatable topics

● Felt confident to use  all 
authentic materials for the 
Advanced course

● Excited to come to class for live 
discussions

● Learned a lot from my students

Takeaways
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CREDITS: This presentation template was created by Slidesgo, 
including icons by Flaticon, infographics & images by Freepik

Does anyone have any questions?
ms296@cornell.edu 

Meejeong Song
Cornell University

THANKS!

http://bit.ly/2Tynxth
http://bit.ly/2TyoMsr
http://bit.ly/2TtBDfr

